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GONZALEZ, Charlie  (Democrat)
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Elected 1998 to the 106th Congress

BACKGROUND

Born:  San Antonio, Texas - 5 May 1945
Home:  San Antonio, Texas
Marital status:  Married (Becky) - 1 child
Religion:  Roman Catholic
Education:  Univ of Texas, Austin, BA, 1969; St Mary’s Law School, JD, 1972
Military:  Texas Air National Guard, 1969-75
Profession:  Lawyer; schoolteacher
Political:  Bexar County Court at Law Judge, 1982-7; Texas District Court Judge, 1988-97.

Defeated James Walker (R) in 1998 general election with 63% of vote to succeed his father,
Rep Henry B. Gonzalez (D) who retired.  Reelected in 2000 with 88% of the vote.

Rep Gonzalez has a consensus-building style likely to contrast with his father’s
passionate and often stubborn brand of populism.  He cites the economic redevelopment of
the former Kelly AFB as one of the district’s largest concerns, as well as the state of San
Antonio’s public schools.  Said he would push for more funds for education and to save the
Federal Legal Aid program.  Concerned about the impact of the North American Free Trade
Agreement and the number of people in the district living at or below the poverty level.

In the 106th Congress, expressed concern about broken promises of improved access to
health care for veterans.  Drew attention to efforts to provide up to $5 billion for veterans
health care coverage.  Added that the Veterans’ Affairs Cmte was also going to look into
TRICARE for military personnel.  Noted that he had constituents in the border areas that
have to travel 200 miles to San Antonio to have access to health care.  Cited the economic
redevelopment of recently closed Kelly AFB as one of his district’s largest concerns.
Expressed frustration that tourism and the military are still San Antonio’s top two
economic sectors.  Believed that open markets could mean more business for his district
and more jobs.  Remarked that a proposed $244 million milcon investment in the local
military bases is testimony to the important mission that the respective bases play in the
overall readiness plan.  Expressed concern regarding fairness when a firm that won a $336
million support services contract at Lackland AFB hired a former vice commander after he
retired from the Air Force.  Also expressed concern about the A-76 privatization contract
award process at Lackland.

In the 107th Congress, questioned whether the Air Force could objectively investigate
itself in the probe into a possible link between Kelly AFB and a deadly neuromuscular
disease.  Commenting on the controversial 6-year shutdown process at Kelly AFB, said
"there will be some finality to a very painful process.  It's sad and still disturbing to the
community.  On the other side is the potential for making the facility, in its privatization
effort, even better for San Antonio than when it was a military installation."  Complained
that the military's continued use of the lone runway has impeded privatization and the
redevelopment entity was left with too many obsolete facilities.  Also expressed
environmental concerns.  Continued to concerned about the bidding process relating to the
award of a contract to Lackland 21st Century Services Consolidated, or L-21.  (NOTE:  The
AF decided to go back to square one after reversing itself 3 times in less than a year.  The
process is expected to take two to four years.)

Additional:  Grandparents are descendants of original colonists of the State of Durango in
Mexico.  Member of Air Force Caucus

AF Bases:  Kelly AFB (Reserve Forces) was realigned in July 2001 to become "KellyUSA - The
Center for Global Business"; Lackland AFB
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